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SOCIAL THEORY (COMPUL SORY)

Objectives:

a) To provide the students of Sociology with the understanding of Sociological Theory.

b) To train students in the application of these theories to socia situations.

1. Historical Content of Sociological Theory
e Enlightenment and French Revolution
e Idealsof St.Simon
e Auguste Comte — Law of Three Stages, Positivism
e Herbert Spencer — Organismic model

2. Karl Marx

Diaectical and Historical Materialism
Modes of Production and Theory of Class
Class Conflict

Marx’s concept of Alienation

3. Emile Durkheim
e Social Facts
e Division of Labour
e Theory of Suicide
e Elementary Forms of Religious Life

4. Max Weber
e Socia Action, Power and Authority
e Methodology — Verstehen approach, Ideal Types
e The Protestant Ethic and The Spirit of Capitalism
e Sociology of Religion (India, China)

Parsons Theory of Social Action and Pattern Variables
Theory of Social System
Merton’s Middle Range Theory

5. Social System Theory
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e Theory of Function
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6. Ethnomethodology
e Dramaturgy of Erving Goffman 08 lectures
e Theideasof Alfred Schutz
e Examples of Phenomenology and Ethnomethodol ogy

7. Frankfurt School
e Origin of the Frankfurt School 08 lectures
e Main tenets of Critical Theory
e Habermas critique of Science and Rationality

8. Giddens’ Critique of Social Theory
e Naturism and Positivism 10 lectures
e The Theory of Structuration, Agency and Actions
e Reconceptualizing Structure and System
e Reconceptualizing Institutions

9. What is Postmoder nism 09 lectures
Postmodernism — An Introduction.

Michel Foucault’s Central Theories and Methods

Foucault Theory of Discourse

Madness and Civilization
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